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Abstract

Tolkappiyam is not only the foremost grammar book of the Tamil language but also
serves as the foundational theoretical work of Tamil literature. Tolkappiyar took the
grammatical content prevalent in his times and analysed the three aspects of literature- form,
content, and artistic beauty and formulated Tamil literary theory. It is only against this
background of literary theory that the prosody (yvappiyal) of Sangam literature can be
understood and comprehended. Yappiyal is the field that explains the structural grammar Of
poems. Tolkappiyar has distributed the elements of prosody across all three sections: the
Ezhuttadikaram (Orthography Section), the Solladikaram (Etymology Section), and the
Poruladikaram (Content Section). Basic elements such as measure (mdttirai) and letter
(ezuttu) are included in the Ezhuttadikaram; elements such as tradition (marapu), ellipsis
(eccam), and preface (munnam) are included in the Solladikaram; and elements such as
syllable-unit (asai), metrical foot (cir), line (adi), prosodic structure (yappu), modulation
(titkku), alliteration/rhyme (totai), perspective (nokku), verse type (pa), measure (alavu),
beauty (vapzappu), and mode (vazram) are included in the "Poetry Section” (Ceyyul/iyal) of
the Poruladikaram. The connections and differences between the prosodic grammar theories
of Tolkappiyar's time and later treatises on prosodic grammar are being studied. Specifically,
how the concepts such as measure (mattirai), letter (ezuttu), the short vowel 'u' after a
consonant (kuzriyalukaram), the shortening of 'ai’ and 'au' (aikara-aukara-kurrukam), and
elongation (a/apedai) mentioned in the Ezhuttadikaram are modified in poetic practice, as
well as how the elements such as tradition (marapu), ellipsis (eccam), and preface (munnam)
mentioned in the Solladikaram apply to prosody, are examined in detail. These theories are
explained by taking Sangam literary poems as examples. Through this study, it becomes clear
that Tolkappiyar has designed prosodic grammar as an integrated theory across the three
levels of orthography, etymology, and semantics and those later prosodic grammarians have
made certain alterations to them. The aim of this article is to analyze the elements of prosody
in an integrated manner from the perspectives of orthography and etymology.
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ClerevsTLILund SLOPpelomfluilsr upSereniowITedT (PeVsbH6MT BITVTS oL (HLosTHfs
SUNAVSEBNUIS BT SY1g Liisnr & GCHTLLITL () BIeVIHeyLd MBI HIOTmS). 6l%meVsmLILwir
SLD FTVGHV BV B)VSHUIBIFENNS BT6YFMTHS CIBTeT(l) (QeVshBIUIGHOT 62Lg LD,
2_GTOML_%HBLD, HWVBUILD YHNUI  CPSSTIIWTUILD YT TUIBE ZVSHBIIS%  GHTL 111 61
WGSSMEGSTI.  BVs Qavssls GCHErLurl Bl LilorsrenlulCavGu  Fmi%s BV
wWrLIwewsvLs  L)fb5ICIsTaTereyl  QIlenBIB6)BTaTarTsyLd (1plg BIOTDS). WITLILIUID  6T60TLIS/
CFuiyellssr Yo iis)  (QVEBITEHNES  InMID  BIDDUWTELD.  G)FTVHTLILIWIT
TUPSBBIHTTLD, CIFTVVZIBMTLD, GCUIT(HNBIHTTLD 6T  APSITMBISBM T BSOSV  WITLILieoT
2 LI BEWETLI LIBITHS] QULPBISBIULIGTENTIT. LOTEHBIDT, 6TAPSSI CLITOTD Y19 LILIsDL . 2 DLIL/FH6T
TUPS BB FTTSHIVILD;, LOFL], 6TEFLD, APsTedrLd GLITEITD) 2 MYLILIFHT CIFTVVBISBTTSHBIVILD; 9YDF,
£, Yug, wrLy, SrEG, 6lErewi., GBTEG, LT, Y6, 6USTLIL), 6UHTENTLD (LHSH6VIILIIT
QurpenBlETrS  CFuyelsdlen @)L 10G)LmmyeiTensT. ClereVsTLIL T BTeVSS/
WTLILVS 560785 GHTL LITBHISEHELD LAPHTV WTLILeVSSH0T BIVSERSSGL (F)ewL_uilsvrer
CleTL_T1)5HEL0 CoumyITHBEBLD D4U16) GCIFUILILILIBGBIOTDOT. SMIIITS, TUPSHSBIHTTSEV
InDLUILIL L IDTEBIDT, 6TUPSS), SODDNIIBTLD, SIFHTT QPMETTS HIYSBL, YT GILIDL
GLirssTm6T ClFuruaflussdlsy 676U T LOTHUIeDL05 S5 1111 (H)S]69T D) 6T 6T60TLIS/LD;
CIFTVVSIBTTEBID InDLILIL L IDFL), GTFFLD, UPedTeTLd GLITGTD 2 MYLILSHT WTLILwaTs)
TSI  GCUIT(BHBIBIOTMET  6TOTLIGILD  IIUTS QYT TUILILIHBIDTDEOT. FBIS  (QeVsbBUILT
LITL_6DHNET  (LP6ITERSTT6NTILONSS — GIBmenr(h) — (3)%CHTL LITBIH6T  led;ssLILI(5)%s/e0Tmsor.
Blssisuriisflsst  @psvtd,  GlBmeVSTLILIWT  WTILVSEBMTSMS  TUpSBII),  GlFTeDaIWeD),
ClLimpefiis) Qyalis ApsdTaY HEMBISOTILD 52 (B5BISINNT S GHTL LITL TS 6)Ig 6M6DLOSHS/GTETTIT
6TGITLIG/LD, LIDBTEV WTLILIVSET YflehiFHer Yoummlsl Hev LOTHM/BEIHONS GIFIUIL/SToT6TT
6TSITLIG/LD GCIBOIUTGHLD. WITLIL) 2 MYLIL)FBEDET 5(H/BIBIDTSS], 6TAPSBIUID LODMYLD GIFTeDaTiss)
CBrsHle) 4 rmi1enGs B)bmL (B riilesr LL%56TeWLOUITET GIBTIBLOT S LD.

GO FQFTh&6T. CsrevsTiitlwm, sTPdHSSHTTID, CFTLNSISTTID, 2 MIlIL|E6T, WTSHBlewT,
wirdiluiev.

pSTEIEDT

QarevsTiliwr $H6T HTeVshSleV Flevallw @GS BIEmard HTaybeTTad 6% Tesnt(h
QvEHBWSS6T  augaIlDd, 2 6TOTL G&HLD, HMVBWILD PSlwr  cpsTDlewesTud T Tiihg)
Cariurl e augssallssTi. @Qbs @evsdlwds Casriurl B erarenfluilGaCuw Fnhis
Qevsaslw  wridwensvs  yflbgds  Carsiteneyd  eilemmisla  Gamerterayd  (plgBHIMSGI.
Qarevasritwi @evsslwid g Slweunnler Hewwliilwsvyser uHBlw yuialewers sLblLflsd
IgliusLuiley CsTLmI% ewausseuir. P)EHEL_(HWT TGS HTTID, GCFTVSISTID &l
SOIpEwrfluilest  gewwlilwevysenerud, Gurmerslarrts ugguillsy  sullflevdsalug
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Sewwliflwsvysemerwid upPluwr yuieilesT CSTEGLUUTED . TPsHBwisy ClFTeVOIWs) GBTddslsv
wridlwensv g rmiieuCs @)dasL Hewruilest GbTddLom@LD.

WTSFDT (LPSHeV euUTLIL] euewrujsiTar CFuiujer 2 miliHemer peTDeTLlT QPTHTHS
Qarevasritwr sweausgisdm Pl peopuilswers Glarasr® yflhg Gsmerarsurd. SHallens
CFwer @unHmiCeur (@ GomifliorLyb, @evssw iy 61555 Mm% Geuet(HLb.

LTSI T TIPSHIH W) EHF OUEH 6TRTT I

wrss FCr ojigwiriiL] eTer rGu

... a8 @)ewwCL LjevCer @)emipL| sTeTT LI

QuUITBBSS Fn Bl 6TL_GL_THL CF5Tews3)

beVedlewaFLl Ljsveui GlFuiujsir 2 milielLiewr

Vel FM gD ou@GSHIISHaTCT (CTev. Glummeir. Gai., mr. 1259)

QFwer 2 mililssT WLLSSE BHTTEHIST TESSeDTUD, 6TUPHSHID 6TUPDHSBIBTTHSeVILD;
6TFFID, LOTL{, (LPSITEVTLD 6TTLIRT GCIFTEVVSISTTSSIVID, CILITHTSHTTSHBVID; HewdF, Fi, g,
wrly, &rée, OsTenL, ChrEE@ LT 6Ty, eueTliL, euaTenTd (PpHedlweneu GlLIT(HOTS &I
CFueflwedsid syemesrut 2 miliyger Ll er CsTevsTrlwrTe) F L 1GuHDeT. GlFiiujsT
QupmibGurg @euaymIliyser YwardhgIb  CUTHeTHsTrssler wWHDH G wsvseflsy b
speTHlewenThdl euigeuld GlaTerensHsd Geuanr(hib eTeiTLg) GlHTeVSTLLIWAT FHailewsullisy
GariumL_T@Lb.

Bevas&Elwepb Gomiflujib

FBIS @VESFHWID (PH6V B)HHT6V (F)VHHIWID eUHTUISTONT HeWETHGILI LIewL_LIL|5HEMhLD
FYPSTWSHHV Blevayld CUTHGIWTIHenw 21 H10TeHd OlbTTL WLOSITMET. (5 (Fevdbalwil
uenL_Liurefl CQuUITgGWwTHledpwCu et UL LLSGHL LwWeTUBHSHIHDTET. 6Taflenid bs
Cumrfluller FrsgluliuTr@senar 2 & eraillsd LwesTUBSS, b OGwrPlullest cpsvid
UPQasrm  Gurflepw 2 (heursH@GHEIpmrer. eusuemsulled @@ @evsslwis  uemL Ly
Curflullerred et Grhl erersvmd. Fevsbalwin QurfluilearTCGuCuw o dbaliL(BElSTDSI.
speOlwiedr, 2 (KL, GFTED, GFHTL . UTHE WD 6THTMD FnmIHeTTeD 6edTg GloTLl. @eunewm
Curfluller eauigeusds FTmmisHeT eTHTGUTD. @)bS 6Ugaud TnmiseT CPeVGL  GClLIT(HEBTENLD
EeuaflliL@SSILRFSTDG. @evsaws ussL_riuTefl @)hs Crifls gn misenerts LweTUB S
@evsHlwt UL LewL 2 (huTdhGHdTmTer. @)eueurm) 2 (heurHELULL L. 6ulgeuLd
UTSHFwmiGerlesr CuUTHesTewwemws HHUCHTEH L (HsVeVTsy @evdhdlwlt  Lilygluiler
CUT(HEDTEWLOFTT 2 6TTL_b&HdHHIHE @@ LdSw uflenrrvdewss Gsisdlearmgl. @)susurm
@evsalwlt uswLLiILdE@ @) HBar ewioliL] Sl I STDGI. POSTMI 6T, ClFTeL, GlHTL T
QUTHEWIBIGOTTOTET Iy LILisHL e, LMHeMTeTm @eummleir op(hBIsslewewTLIL6dTT6L
SULOUL L 1prpsoowTer Bevdsdlw swiwliL]. @)bs iglitien Hewwliiler suflGur Brid
@evsaElw ewLILESEHT BIWHSTEDTID. @evEE WD 6TedTLg 2 eTTFAGITL VeV
O|ewflClmf]l eTedTm OGLTGITHS FnmeVTID. UTLIL, FhSLD, 6TGINH, GLOTENET, 2 _aIemLD,
2 (Heusid, Ligod, GMIuTH Y sSlwer @evsSwGTldsEHs GDILILTSS Salewsddd 2 fliisne.
FBISS Heilens

BHEW6VUSY|L 6T GlF6TM LoewThHI, Liledr Heor STt ef L 19M@ subsrer CHripl. euerflL b
BHEWEVEUEHT a1 HevTen T FHEWeUWITSH (3)(HHHTES 6160 Hewevall CIFTeTesTHTaHL1 LiledTeuHLd LITL 6V
VEINEE T

YjsiTesrmiit eumLflCeuesr LsiTewesTHLD LIL LIenLid

Gazeowimi@ uredlgyl lesfl areuiBrL Hauenevd Fn b H1p

wrepiaist 6epFw seifl B Cr(mmigm., ur. 203)
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@UIUTL 6V Semevaidm HDTsH YewISTDG. Fews @evsHslwls usnL L1 sterm ClFTsLSIEDTLD.
wriy  SgliuenLulld  @)56eurm  SsliuTailsy  ewwhgisTer @)U OFTHSEEHLD
UBlewTHS FIewFF FTHOTTH HeWSHIOHTD OGIOTHSID BTG IgsH6T. FHDUIELY CLPSTHI
FTHEHLD TEWETW IlgH6T BHT6dTF Fisepd CosTanTeneu. @MISIFLT aTridD Ol TesT(H
Wpr&leTngl. Gsususwsuiled @)gHCeurm Cri o Afwiiur. Ghuen il @)L 1bGlummisiTar
CQurfléssm nisGar  sallwguller gL el bS IgLlusL  YenioliLiled
UL LOU@LD sallensg $a1861E60Tn HSHHISTrer @svss emwlienLds 6\&TarslsTng. 3)bhs
OewioliL) LGeumy GlummsT allfleydsE auLfle@dsd Fnlgiigl.
seallengulileT g LILIenL_ SjewioliL

WTSIDT  (PHVTSH  UTERTID FDTH  (QHUSSTMI 2 MILIH6T ClBTERTL_STHSF
CF I EDETS HOUSTLONSE eUeHTIWIMIHGLD CsTevsThlwi @suamiliyseflsr suflens pewmewws
QULPBIE W GTOTTT. LOTHBWT, TIPDHHI, HeWF, T, iy, WTLIL YW M) 2 MILILEET spesTMen)|6iT
etm CuTHHF GFiuyeT suigeuswoliiler 2 miliyseTTSlSTDOT. HBHSHSH YWLOWLD LOTLY,
&THG, 6sTewL, Chrdh@, uT, Searallwe sTerm Hmi 2 miliysemearud GlFuiu)sr eulgailer
|G WTS 6TIPLD HailewBHUTGT T MIBTETHF FrL_L_6VMLD. GIOTLHleD WIS DHUITEHLD (LOTL]), PENFBIUILD
LwGHe) (HrhE@, 6smewL), GQummsTelFnley (CnTdh@) sTedim 2 miliyser wrliled eubg
QuUITHHSHILCUTSH 2 (HeuT@ld SHailews Bwid GuDD eugeuG sTesr Gl&TeTaTEVTLD. LTHSleMT,
WSS  PFw  @rewt®  OFiiueT 2 MIlIBEHRHGLD  (R)VSHMILD  6TLSHSIIBTTSHD 6V
@)L b6lunHmsiTeng). (3)Hemerr,

LOTSBEDT |ETaYLD 6TUPSHIHIUI) UM WLD

Guh HeTbSesTerr 6TTLOSTTIT LjsVeu (6% Tev.Qurpsir. QFil., BT. 2)
6TedTH BIMUT cpsVid HBlwevrid. PSS SIH6T, GDMIWISTLD, GHHMIWedSTLD, B ligHLD
&l FTTOLWSSHIHEHLD WHTTHGNSSD, HETHGNSBD. er6luswL  (1psHedluiesreyd
SUNMIGGHS FmpUCUDD WTHFewr ereyd GFiiuer @eVEHamTSSNEGD  ClUTHHSGILD.
QF I EHSGHE FnDLICLMID igliLienl 2 MILILSHET WTOYLD CLPSTMHSHETTHIGTYID LITaIeVT
@)L GLHMsTaTeT. TWSSIETTEHHV WTSSWTUD 6TIPSSHID FnMLIGLIMHMET. @)SH6dTeLPeVLD
CFweflwegYId @ TGS HTTSSID G LD 2 srar GsTLTLilewer Wb Cl&TeTeTeVTLD.
LTSS

WrsFlewr, eT1pdgI 6TedTn  @rewrewLujb  Hesfldgpest]  GFiiwsit 2 miliLrss
QarevsTULIWT CBTERTLTT. LTSHSeDT 6TOTLS| 6T(HWS R6OlG@GHID BTV 66 6TETLISTEV
wrsslewrepwud eTpSemsud LilflsHss0 Gueorg. Gog)ib, TSSlewT 6TSSBI6T (& 6wTLD
(Qsmev. Gaiiysir. 2, CGugm. 2 ewr) UD&TevSg eubs WrllweTi eT(pbewDHH FnD, HSH6IT
T Slewrepwiid o L aT6lLMISHe0l6T WTSHFHMTenuls Hevfl 2 MILILITHS FnDTLO6Y 6T(LPSHWSHG I
WPBHL 2 MILIUTEHS S DISTTH.  TIPSHBIOT  GHMTHSTET LTSI  6THTHTEID Y ewF
Uf&@Gurgl sTipdHews WL (B UTTEHSTLON WTSHeDTepwiuld LTTdHsEeuenTiqulsrarg.
@awerts Gurrdflwi UHereumwrn Gsafloju@sgiSleTori. aur@ + aurd@ + eur@ + eurg
6TedTeyILD g ullewestis LiTT YL (B + LT B + LUaTTYL H+ LSTTYL () 6T6TM| 6T(LPSHOTTEY]LD
I|ewFauemsuilsy FrenT(Hid PeITMI. UTG, LSTTYL (h) sTedim @)rewT(HD WTHBlewT arailsy
Coumuig Bl G)rent(hid BlewTL] TOTH Y eWFWITHS GlEHTerTer Geuenr(Hb. b eurif]
Camermit Camif stedrLFD GMis] @) (HF (B GBLgeVTH 2 6TETHTEV (B)HTRTT PEWFHHTLD CHTLH
eteiTug  Gampl  sterPlpliiler  @)eTCRTTENFSHSTID  6THTMILD  Fn MUSISTOTT. YW Fuilest
@evssentiitig Camf sterugid Carl ereirLigid GHom sTedvrm sumiiLimrl_(h& FisGer oy @ Lb.
95G8al, @eur  WrSFHlewremw  eTemet UL BliMISH0leT  cpevld BT  CHemeusmul
allers@IldTpri  erewrevmid.  etedfleyd, UpsTevdFled  Cmiy,  Blewry  ewFser
LFDLF GLpsh) CLigyCaumtd LImiGenerds smLiGLImLD
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UPSHOETYHSHTID  FSewerw|ld CUTHBSleTTeL GUTHID 6TedTy OGETeTaTLILIL L STEILD
TWSMBEH FnpCeu  GMILTT WTSIHTUW LD L BIGHSOTYID WTHSewTenw 2 mLILTs
6T HEWEVLI LINBTVSHS enaaill_ L edTT 6TeuTeUTLD.
TS FleT GHemeu

CarevasTiLwr GFiueT 2 MIlILHEH6T PETHTERT 6T(IPSHDHMET YWFSHG, LOL_(HLDV6V
£, g, C1BTEML_, UTEVTHBIGET 6p(h FleV euUTLIL|SH6T (LPHOlWDMIS G 2 MILILITS HeDLOW|LD
6TEITHIMTT. LITEWL GHT6V WTLILVSHMTSSV 6T(Wdbgl e phHAlwwrear @)L Gamsls Glupm
2 MiuTs @) BHsSG sterSpri . Asburprs CFligwri (190 14). sréewsurigesflwri
SLILFGT CPSTMILD eWFHGMILILTGLLD (RTHUT 6TewT 1) 6TeTM) FnMIEUSTEV jeUT &HT6VEHH6V
IWFSGHMILILTSE  6TISHMSBSH OlBETETEHLD I DU L Gl 6TaTVTD. Ui euGHsHHef bl
3)&6\ETsTema WrliLpTed ausnrulle BlewevGlLmmE). STHMEHUTIYSTWTHLD 6TIPSHSHI WFH S,
2 mIiLTE  eu(hLD  eTedTm| OBTERTLTEYID S Lewerdsedlliur, &L Lenedw  He05gIemm
GurssTmeupleiT Yy HemeTujid CBTEML®WUD  F6V  UMDTENTBISENETULD  6T(LPSSHleW6UF
Q& TTCL @)V aHenT suswTwenm GlFiigsTareTi sterasimmi @) orm. @ rrGaphglresr (1992: 13).
T SSIS6eM e LTEGHUT®

QB TVSTULIWLD 6TWHMS T 2 MILILITS eTesdTew WG], 6TTG6u, 6T(PdGI 2 ML) upMlw
alleTdadhensg 'CHETHSHETERT 6Tl TWSSIHTTHMBH Speydlermgl. o uili, 2 uiliClo,
@Mlev, GlBLy6V, usvedlarrid, Glsvedlesrid, @)ewL_uilesrid, pHMeTGlLenL, 2 ullFarclenL_ 9y uISLD,
GOYWed&srid, GHPWIGTLD, METTEHGMIGSHD, QRETHTIE GMIGSHD 6T  6T(1LHSHIH6 6T
urTGUTLewL LI uglewarhsrs  @QubDles  Gesmearepssy  Csrevasriitilu  ruTELd
(Gjer@uenL_ullemesr 2 ullyerGuenL, emerGluswL.  eTer  @TewILTEHE  ClaTesT(h
W&HTHGHNISHHSMS 6TTewITgl  w&allBeugl). sTsHgH 2 mitiy uppdluw  CsrevsTiiiw
prourTeinhd@ 2 ewreaugGs sl CurrdAflir uFlewaThgl 6TIPSHBHV CLPSITMI 6TUPDHHIBET HEWFdh S
2 MILILTEGLD 6TTMID USE| 6TIPSHHIS6T OClGTHLHGMILILITEGLD 6TTMID  6J(L) 6T(LPSHHISH6T
QUDTTSH D@ 2 MILILTGHID TATMID FnPlTTH. B)SHHSSHI B)oU[HdHEH (PTGL 6ULPSHHSHDH6D
B BHI6TETED LM W,

I MEWTSGLD H65T6m1CW YerMH C\FTewL_Guwir®

@)ewFwrs @b sremarway GFTHmri (GsTev. Clumrsir., Br. 1261)
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